
Have you been out for a late night 
snack and found yourself in a line at 
any of the stop signs on Palestine and 

Dowdy 
Ferry? 
How 

many times have you stopped at ei-
ther of these two intersections when 
you were on your way to work, taking 
kids to school, or running your er-
rands?  Well expect to see some 
changes soon...at both intersections.  
TxDOT performed a year-long study 
on these two intersections, and are 
expecting to add six traffic lights total, 
three on each side of I-45.  The traffic 
counts at the studied intersections 
were conducted on Tuesday, April 19, 
2016 but accident history at the loca-
tion studied included the last 36 
months’ history.                                                                 
Additionally, data gathered from the 
Hutchins Police Department shows 

that on Dowdy Ferry, the peak hours 
are from 7:00 am to 10:00 am, 11:00 
am to about 2:00  pm, and from 7:00 
pm to 11:00 pm.  The busiest day at 
this intersection is Saturday!                                                           
At the I-45 service road, the peak 
hours are 1:00 am to 3:00 am, 8:00 
am to 10:00 am, 11:00 am to 12:00 
pm, and from 3:00 pm to 8:00 pm 
with the busiest day being Thursday 
followed by Friday.                                               
Of the upcoming changes taking place, 
Mayor Mario Vasquez states, “We are 
pleased to be able to tackle two things 
at once on this; we improve the visual 
appearance and we alleviate traffic 
issues  at these two intersections.  We 
intend to continue many other im-
provements regarding our roads and 
traffic this year.  Stay tuned!” 

We are in our second month of this 

New Year and it seems like the month 

of January came and left in the blink of 

an eye.  But we move forward because 

the potential for Hutchins in 2018 has 

me excited. 

A City Council Retreat is scheduled for 

February 9th and 10th.  We will be dis-

cussing a number of important sub-

jects that are related to the future of 

our beloved city.  We will be posting 

the agenda for this event as with all  
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other Council gatherings.  Addi-

tionally, it is about that time for a 

Town Hall meeting.  It is currently 

tentatively set for Thursday 

March 8 at 7:00 pm at the Com-

munity Center.  Town Hall 

meetings are an excellent oppor-

tunity for citizen engagement, 

open communication, and feed-

back from residents.                     

So if ever you have felt the urge 

to get involved in your communi-

ty, now is the time.  Join us, learn 

about what is going on in 

Hutchins, and tell us about your 

hopes for the future of your com-

munity.  We would love for you to 

attend and welcome your ideas! 

Mayor Mario Vasquez 
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